Montie Lou Ratliff

February 3, 1927 - April 27, 2024

Montie Lou Ratliff age 97 passed away peacefully on Saturday, April 27, 2024 at Life Care
Center in Brookfield, MO. Montie Lou was born in Wheeling, Mo on February 3, 1927 to
Monte and Lizzie (Baker) Bailey. The family included brothers Ivan, and Russell and
sisters Mildred, Ruth, Ann and Ethel. They lived on their family farm near Wheeling.
Montie Lou attended the People’s School which was a small country school through her
8th grade year. She attended and graduated high school in Ethel Mo. Completing her
education was very important to Montie Lou. On November 6, 1943 at the age of 16, she
married the love of her life, Julian (Reese) Ratliff, marrying before Reese left to serve his
country in World War Il. Montie Lou was left waiting for her love to return to her and spent
time exchanging many letters back and forth with Reese while he was away from home.
After the war ended, Reese returned to Montie Lou and Ethel, MO where they made their
home and started their family.

Their first child, was their daughter, Juletta who was born in 1949, followed by a son, Rick
born in 1954 and finally, the baby of the family, their son Kyle born in 1962. Montie Lou
stayed at home raising her family until 1967 when she got a job working at Brown Shoe
Factory in Brookfield, MO. She worked there until the factory closed. Following the closing
of the shoe factory, Montie Lou’s career path took her to Walsworth Publishing Company.
Eventually Reese and Montie Lou decided to make their home in Brookfield, Mo where
she continued to work until she retired at the age of 66. Montie Lou had always loved the
quaint little town of Ethel where she and Reese had made their home, being active
members of the community and The Ethel Presbyterian Church, so some time after
Reese’s passing and upon Juletta’s retirement from nursing, Juletta and her mother
returned to Ethel, residing just down the street from the house where the family had made
their home for so many years. They lived happily there until the time when she became a
resident at Life Care Center. Montie Lou loved gardening, cooking, baking, spending time
with her loved ones, Cardinal’s Baseball, sewing, going to church, Sunday dinner with her
family, attending her grandchildren’s activities, traveling, canning, and collecting trinkets.
Montie Lou is survived by her son Rick Ratliff of Independence, MO. Grandchildren,
Mandy Ratliff of New Cambria, Chris Ratliff (Jamie) of Rockford, lllinois, Joshua Ratliff
(Jamie) of Bastrop, Texas, Kyleigh Campbell of New Cambria, MO, Bailey Ratliff of



Bucklin, MO, Dakota Kincanon of Green City, MO and Brooklyn Ratliff also of Green City,
MO. Great Grandchildren, Noah, Emily, Krista, Cheyenne, Brittany, Brendon, Paten,
Keenan, Jade, Piper, Lottie, Danny, Nash, Myles, Madeline, and one Great Grandchild,
Emma. Montie Lou is preceded in death by her parents, her husband Reese, all of her
siblings and their spouses, her daughter Juletta, her son Kyle and an infant child.
Memorial services will be held at 11:00 am. Friday, May 10, 2024, at the Ethel Community
Church, Ethel, MO. Burial will be in the Ethel Cemetery, Ethel, MO. Family will be
receiving friend at 10:00 am. until the time of the services Friday, May 10, 2024, at the
Ethel Community Church, Ethel, MO. Services are under the direction of Rhodes Funeral
Home, Brookfield, MO.

Memorials are to the Family in care of Kyleigh Campbell and can be left at or mailed to
Rhodes Funeral Home, 216 Linn Street, Brookfield, MO. 64628.



Cemetery Details

Ethel Cemetery

Ehtel, MO

Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 10. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Ethel Community Church
Ethel, MO 63539

Memorial Service

MAY 10. 11:00 AM (CT)

Ethel Community Church
Ethel, MO 63539



Tribute Wall

Always loved to visit with Aunt Montie, she was a history buff. She knew the
whole family’s history and was good in American history also RIP Aunt Montie.

Kelly King-Collins - May 08, 2024 at 09:34 PM

Donna Greene lit a candle in memory of Montie Lou Ratliff ]
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Donna Greene - May 03, 2024 at 10:54 AM

Montie Lou was a very nice person , worked with her & !

have known her a long time . Fly high with the angels .

Linda & Lonnie (Mendenhall ) Hensley - May 01, 2024 at 07:47 AM

Montie Lou shared a wealth of knowledge about the Bailey family history and
about the life and times of growing up in White Township, Macon County, Missouri
during the 1930's and 1940's. | am fortunate to have known her and to have had
the opportunity add the very interesting stories to my writings. RIP Montie Lou.

Terry Simmons

Terry Simmons - May 01, 2024 at 12:37 AM
A real sweet Lady was Montie Lou Ratliff, but remember only as addressing her
as Mrs. Ratliff!

Mary A Carpenter - April 30, 2024 at 07:07 AM

Montie Lou very pretty lady my grandparents left lived next door to her and Reese after
my grandfather died they took real good care of her and washed over her you couldn't
ask for a better people My Lou will really be missed may she rest in peace

Rick Flowers - May 01, 2024 at 12:59 PM



